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Returning to the Essence, Straight to the Hearts 2023 was a year of re-adjust-
ment. Breakthroughs in Al technology, market changes, and other factors prompted
people to seek new rhythms and directions for development. This was also reflected
In the entries and winning works of Award360° 2023. Many works turned inward,
returning to the essence of projects. They were contrary to the visual trends and Al
technology, presented with sincere and intrinsic design expressions.

These works stood out with distinctive personalities or humor; unique crafts-
manship brings delicacy and genuineness. Designers seemed to have abandoned
the strategy of following market visual preferences. Instead, they focused on the
project’s purpose, target customers, and the ideas conveyed. Their works exuded
strong characteristics of self-awareness and free creation, presenting us different
possibility of design narratives and their courage to push the boundary.

In general, modernism, typography, and the pursuit of visual impact still
remained prevalent trends this year. These works were highly sophisticated and pro-
fessional, which, however, alone did not necessarily be a competitive advantage. In
a year where awards were given to works that truly aligned with project back-
grounds and product features, focusing on people, and highlighing personality and
advocacy, designers may need to reexamine the significance of design language in
a project.

In the year considered to be the first year of Al, designers still seem to outper-
form machines in this competition. While concerns about the negative impact of
AIGC prevalil, designers demonstrated their innovation and empathetic abilities, as
well as nuanced insights and comprehension. Perhaps, design that starts from the
project, rather than blindly following the market and trends, can truly resonate with
people.

Award360° has been consistently recording and summarizing the dynamics and
trends of the design industry by selecting 100 design works each year. We do not
aim to be leaders in design trends but rather regard it as an opportunity for reflec-
tion on social backgrounds and industry development. To analyze the award results
from different perspectives, we conducted statistical analysis on the BEST 100. Due
to the small sample size, these data may not reflect the holistic situation of the
design industry. But this is our attempt to provide you with a tip of the iceberg to
revisit the current situation of the industry we are in. Perhaps, in years later, these
data could be effective reference and feedback to the industry.



